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The 11 pts received 31 cycles (cy) with a median number of cy/pt = 2 (1-8).
Current data by dose level are listed below.

Dosa level (1g/m?) N° pts N° cycles Comments
50 3 5 -

100 3 16 1 ptg1 emesis
200 3 8 1 ptgl emesis
400 2 2 -

No toxicity except 2 episodes of grade 1 emesis has been observed.
Dose escalation continues, currently nearing the expected pharmacoactive
range level. Simultaneous PK evaluation is ongoing.
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A phase | trial of gemcitabine plus paclitaxel combination
therapy in patients with refractory solid tumors

A. Sandler, D. Raghavan, N. Meropol, T. Meyers, H. Kindler, S. Fox,
R. Perez, L.H. Einhom. Indiana University, Indianapolis, Indiana; Roswell
Park Cancer Center, Buffalo, New York, USA

Paclitaxel (P) and gemcitabine (G) have exhibited activity as single agents
in a variety of malignancies. Recently, P has been shown to have unique ac-
tivity when dosed on a weekly basis. We then developed a dose escalating
phase | study combining P and G with each administered once weekly for
3 weeks out of 4. The starting dose for P was 60 mg/m2 intravenously (1V)
over 3 hours (hr) and for G 600 mg/m2 IV over 30 minutes, administered af-
ter the P dose. Patients (pts) were premedicated for P with dexamethasone,
diphenhydramine and cimetidine in the usual fashion. All patients must have
histologic evidence of a refractory solid tumor and have received no more
than one prior chemotherapy regimen. Pts must not have received prior P or
G. All patients must have adequate renal and hepatic function. To date, 10
pts have been entered on study. Eight pts are fully evaluable for response
and toxicity. Five pts were treated on level one with one patisnt experiencing
a dose-limiting toxicity (DLT) with >5 days of grade 4 neutropenia without
fever. One pt on dose level 2 experienced grade 3 dyspnea. There have
been no neutropenic fevers. There have been two documented responses,
a patient with esophageal cancer, previously treated with Mitomycin, Ifos-
famide and Cisplatin and a patient with previously untreated carcinoma of
unknown origin. This study continues to accrue patients.
Funded by Eli Lilly Co.
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Pharmacokinetics of Irinotecan (CPT-11) and 5-fluorouracil
(5-FU) in a dose finding study In adult patients with solid
tumours

A.J. Carcas’, J. Frias', A. Hemanz?, E. Diaz Rubio®, H. Cortés-Funes*,
J. Sastre®, L. Paz-Ares*, L. Vemillet®, C. Martin®, L. Huarte®. ' Servicio
Farmacologla Clinica; 2Servicio Bioquimica, H. La Paz; 3Servicio
Oncologfa, H. Clinico San Carlos; *Servicto Oncologfa H. 12 Octubre-
Madrid: 8Rhéne-Poulenc Rorer Clinical Research, Spain; *Rhéne-Poulenc
Rorer Clinical Research, France

Purpose: To define kinetic parameters of CPT-11 and its active metabolite
(SN38) after a 90 min. infusion when associated with a continuous infusion
of 5-FU (250 mg/m?/day) for 14 days in patients with solid tumours.

Methods: To date drug kinetics have been determined in 10 patients
receiving CPT-11 in a dose escalation scheme with total doses of 150 (n
= 3), 175 (n = 3), 200 (n = 2), 250 (n = 2) mg/m?. Plasma concentrations
of CPT-11 and SN38 were determined as total lactone form and 5-FU
levels were measured by HPLC over a 0-168 h period. Pharmacokinetic
parameters were calculated using siphar programme and are summarized
in the following table.

Results: mean (+ SD) — AUC (mcg/Lh), Cmax (mcg/L), t2 (h), C!
(Uhvm?)

AUC/Dose Cmax/Dose 11/2 C1
CPT11 98.3 (20.4) 19.2 (3.6) 11(3) 1 Q)
SN38 1.3 (0.8) 0.3(0.1) 5.7(6.1) -

The determination of 5-FU plasma concentrations is on-going.

Conclusions: These preliminary data suggest linear kinetics of CPT-11
related to dose. As previously reported, SN38 AUC is about 100-fold lower
than CPT-11. Compared to single agent data, The co-administration of 5-FU
does not seem to influence the PK of CPT-11.
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Clinical and pharmacokinetic phase | study with Cematodin®
given as continuous 24-hour intravenous infusion

K. Mross', H.H. Fiebig', W. Berdel2, Y. Bankmann?, 1.M. von Broen?,

N. Walter®, C. Unger'. " Tumor Biology Center at the University Freiburg;
2University Hospital Free University Berlin; ® Knoll AG Ludwigshafen,
Germany

Purpose: To study the toxicity and anti-cancer effects of a new anti-cancer
agent (LU103793, Cematodin), which is a pentapeptide interfering with the
tubulin system.

Method: Thirty advanced cancer patients were enrolled into this study.
The drug dose started at 10 mg/m? and was escalated to 27.5 mg/m2. The
drug was given as 24-hour infusion in 3-week intervals.

Results: The dose limiting toxicities were: myelotoxicity, hypertension and
asthenis. No partial/complete response was observed, but minor regression
and no change were seen. The c(t)-curves were best described by a
two-compartment model. The pharmacokinetics is linear. Up to a maximum
of about 50% was excreted into the urine.

Conclusions: The dose recommendation for phase Il studies is 20
mg/m2. A close patient monitoring during therapy is suggested.
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Is Chatelut formula applicable in obese patients for
predicting carboplatin clearance? :

S. Bénézet, E. Chatelut, R. Guimbaud, C. Chevreau, R. Bugat, P. Canal.
Centre Claudius Regaud, Toulouse, France

Purpose: We previously proposed a formula to predict carboplatin clearance
(CL) from four patient characteristics: plasma creatinine level, body weight
(wt), age, and sex [J Natl Cancer Inst 87: 573, 1995]. Its accuracy was
studied in a subpopulation of obese patients (pts).

Methods: 25 pts (16 male and 9 female, 23 to 82 years old) were studied.
Their overweight ranged from 20 to 67% (median 36%) of the ideal body
weight calculated according to the Lorentz equation. Their actual CL were
obtained individually by Siphar program. The pharmacokinetic population
program Nonmem was used to determine the best value of substitution for
wt in the formula.

Results: By using the actual wt, CL were significantly overpredicted (by
more than 20% for 7/25 pts). By using the mean value between the ideal
and the actual wt, a good prediction of CL was obtained: the percent error
ranged from —33 to 39% and was comprised between —22 and 22% for
23/25 pts.

Conclusion: The formula is applicable to obese patients only if both ideal
and actual weights were taken in account.
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Optimizing the efficacy of epirubicin as an intravesical
chemotherapy agent. Can it be buffered to ph 8?

L. Inman', P. Duffy’, M. Hayes, A. Cooper. University Depts of Surgery
and Urology, General Hospital, Southampton; 'St Georges Hospital,
London, England

Purpose: The use of epirubicin in the treatment of bladder cancer is well
established, however there is scope for improvement in the responses
obtained. Such weak bases should be taken up more readily by cells at
higher pH, but the evidence that this translates into increased toxicity or
that the drug would not degrade 1s yet unpublished.

Methods: a) Three variants of the MGHU-1 bladder cancer cell line
were pulsed with serial dilutions of buffered for 2 hours in 96-well plates.
The MTT assay was used to assess cytotoxicity 5 days later. Drug uptake
was assessed by flow cytometry and confocal microscopy. b) Thin layer
chroatography was performed on drug held at various pH levels for times
up to 48 hours.

Results: There was a near linear increase In the uptake of epirubicin
between pH6 and pH8. High pH increased cytotoxicity and improved the
efficacy of drug resistance reversing agents. Negligible breakdown of drug
occurred in 2 hours, some degradation was evident at 24 hours at pH > 7.5

Conclusion: Intravesical epirubicin might well be more effective if
buffered to a mildly alkaline pH directly before instillation.





